LORD RIDDELL'S INTIMATE DIARY OF           [May m

also quoted Pericles' funeral oration, which sounded rather
old-fashioned in such surroundings.

L. G. had been busy with Grigg, preparing his opening
speech for the Imperial Conference. After dinner, the short-
hand note was brought. He at once went through and corrected
it while the party were busy conversing.

Bonar Law says he is better but not well. He looks as if
he had had a bad shock. He told me that his Glasgow Rectorial
Address had finished him off. He had never been in the habit
of writing out his speeches. Someone suggested that, as he
had not been well and in view of the importance of the occas-
ion, he should dictate his Rectorial Address beforehand and
take it with him for reference should his memory fail. With
some hesitation he acted on the suggestion and placed the
speech, I think he said, in the tail pocket of his coat. There
were curious psychological repercussions. When he began to
speak, instead of his mind concentrating on what he was
about to say, it kept on turning to the manuscript in his pocket,
with the result that he broke down. He pulled himself together,
but was much upset at this mishap. He has been doing
nothing but play bridge, chess, etc., but now proposes to play
a little golf. He is returning to France for three months. He
said he is quite happy to be out of politics and has no regrets.

L. G. said that he envied him and gave a graphic account
of the cares of office.

B. L. ; But you would not be happy if you were out of it.
L. G. : Yes, I should, but I should not be idle. I should
write a book or something of that sort.

B. L. : Yes, and after a short time return, just for the sake
of telling your successors how they ought to be doing it.
L. G. (laughing) t Yes, that would be most amusing.
B. L. : I don't say that I should not like to go down to the
House of Commons and make an occasional speech, but it is
a relief to feel that one has not got to be there.

Afterwards he told me, when we were alone, that while
leading the House of Commons he never went there without
a feeling of apprehension. Although he had much practice,
he never felt secure that he would be able to perform the task
to his satisfaction.
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